
EU-China Tourism Year 2018 launched in Venice 
 
The EU and China will work together to promote sustainable tourism, stimulate 
investment opportunities, improve air connectivity and safety and underpin the 
ongoing negotiations on visa facilitation.   
 
High level EU and Chinese representatives launched the EU-China Tourism Year (ECTY) in a 
ceremony held at the spectacular setting of the Doge’s Palace. This begins a year of events 
designed to attract more Chinese visitors to Europe. Major marketing campaigns funded 
through public-private partnerships will be held in China. Furthermore a series of 
matchmaking events will bring EU and Chinese businesses together in 5,000 one-to-one 
meetings funded by the COSME programme. The goal is to increase the number of Chinese 
visitors by 10%, giving a one billion euro boost to the EU tourism industry. 
 
Internal Market Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska said: "For hundreds of years there 
have been exchanges between our peoples. Initiatives like the EU-China Tourism Year 
continue in that vein. In the EU alone, tourism employs over 10 million people in 2 million 
businesses. This year will bring many economic and cultural opportunities to both companies 
and citizens."  
 
Marketing in China will be targeted at individual travellers, aiming to present alternatives to 
the main destinations which currently dominate Chinese tourism in Europe. As well as 
increasing tourist flows to Europe, EU businesses will be encouraged to invest in the 
burgeoning Chinese internal tourist market. The target is to have over 200 partnership 
agreements between EU and Chinese companies by the end of the year. The year will also 
be marked by symbolic events: a “Bridge of Light” will be formed when European landmarks 
are lit in red on 2 March, coinciding with the Chinese lantern festival, and Chinese landmarks 
are lit in blue on 9 May.  
 
Chinese tourists spent €8 billion in the EU in 2016. While China represents nearly 20% of 
global population, only 10% of the EU’s long-haul visitors came from China. The ECTY is a 
concrete manifestation of EU cultural diplomacy in the framework of the EU-China strategic 
partnership. The initiative is also in line with the EU Strategy on China adopted in 2016. It 
is a way to develop a better understanding between European and Chinese people, 
contributing to the "High Level EU-China People-to-People Dialogue" and the 2018 European 
Year of Cultural Heritage.  
 
Background  
 
The year was opened by Commissioner Bieńkowska, European Parliament President 
Antonio Tajani, the Bulgarian Minister of Tourism representing the Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union, Nikolina Angelkova, the Italian Minister of Cultural Heritage and 
Activities and Tourism, Dario Franceschini, the Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC National 
Committee, Mr. Qi Xuchun, and the Vice-Chairman of the China National Tourism 
Administration, Du Jiang. 
 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and the Chinese Premier Li Keqiang announced 
the EU-China Tourism Year in July 2016. The year was formally agreed at the 19th EU-China 
Summit in Brussels on 2 June 2017, with the objective of increasing Chinese tourism to the 
EU and investment in both directions. It is organised by the European Commission in 
collaboration with the European Travel Commission, in close cooperation with the China 
National Tourism Administration. All 28 EU Member States are participating in the year, 
through the Tourism Advisory Committee and the European Travel Commission. More than 
50 initiatives are already scheduled during the year, with more being planned. 
  

http://ecty2018.org/events/20/eu-china-tourism-business-summit/
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme/
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/european-year-cultural-heritage_en
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/european-year-cultural-heritage_en
http://ecty2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/EU-China-Tourism-Year-_-Venice-19-Jan-2018-_-programme-Doge-Palace.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-2501_fr.htm


For More Information  
 

• Website of the 2018 EU China Tourism Year (including list of initiatives)  
• How to participate to the EU-China Light Bridge 
• Arrangement on the implementation of the 2018 EU China Tourism Year 
• Information about the Chinese market and infographics 
• EU touristic assets (i.e. UNESCO world heritage sites, blue flag beaches) [see infographics] 
• European Year of Cultural Heritage  
• EU-China Tourism Business Summit 

 

http://ecty2018.org/
http://ecty2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/EU-China-Light-Bridge.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/23581
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/2/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/2/translations/en/renditions/native
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/european-year-cultural-heritage_en
http://ecty2018.org/events/20/eu-china-tourism-business-summit/

