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Questions and Answers 
 
EU-China bilateral relations 
EU-China relations are extensive, mature and dynamic. In its Strategy for China adopted in 2016, the EU commits to 
further develop the EU-China comprehensive strategic partnership and defines its approach as principled, practical 
and pragmatic, staying true to its interests and values, in particular adherence to international rules and norms, and 
respect for human rights. The Strategy focuses on three main areas: prosperity and reform; foreign and security 
policy; global governance.  
 
The last EU-China Summit took place in June 2017 in Brussels. Main outcomes included the launch of the 2018 EU-
China Year of Tourism; agreement on State Aid cooperation; customs cooperation; cooperation on the protection 
and enforcement of intellectual property rights and important progress on negotiating the agreement regarding 
cooperation on, and protection of Geographical Indications. Regarding climate change, EU and Chinese leaders 
reaffirmed their commitment to implementing the 2015 Paris Agreement. In May 2017, the EU and China also 
launched the negotiations in parallel of an EU-China agreement on visa facilitation and an agreement on cooperation 
in combatting illegal migration  
 
Key facts on EU-China Tourism 
Chinese are quickly becoming the largest group of intercontinental travellers. Those travelling to Europe are now 
spending on average more than American visitors. Many of them see Europe as a single destination, visiting 3 to 4 
countries per trip. 
 
Tourism is one of the few sectors with a positive balance of payments with China. The ECTY is therefore likely to bring 
considerable benefits to the EU industry. 
 
Why the 2018 EU-China Tourism Year?  
The EU-China Tourism Year (ECTY) aims at increasing visitors' flows and investments on both sides. But it is also an 
occasion for European and Chinese communities to get to know and appreciate each other better.  
 
Who is responsible for the ECTY?  
The European Commission is responsible for the organisation of the 2018 EU-China Tourism Year. It collaborates 
closely with the European Travel Commission (ETC) which plays a leading role on marketing activities targeting China 
throughout 2018, thanks to its 'Joint Promotion Platform' supported financially by the EU. The European Commission 
is also cooperating with CNTA (China National Tourism Administration) on a number of joint EU-China events. 
 
Which countries are participating in the Year? 
All 28 EU Member States are participating. They are involved through the Tourism Advisory Committee where 
Ministries responsible for tourism and European Travel Commission which is the emanation of the Tourism Offices 
of most Member States, are represented. 
 
What activities are planned throughout the Year? 
The programme of the ECTY consists of more than 50 initiatives at European, national, regional and local levels, with 
more to come. These initiatives are listed on a dedicated website (see "For more information").  
 

  



The main points of the year are:   
• Major marketing campaigns in China funded through Public-Private Partnerships with the aim of branding and 

promoting the EU as destination (The EU supports the Joint Promotion Platform set up for that purpose by the 
European Travel Commission/ Visit Europe, with an ad hoc EU grant of € 4.3 m). 

• 5.000 one-to-one meetings between EU and Chinese businesses during 10 business-to-business matchmaking 
(B2B) events funded by COSME, on the occasion of major travel fairs in the EU and in China (some of these fairs 
having decided to make the EU their guest of honour for 2018 such as COTTM Beijing in April, the GTEF Macau 
in October or CITM Shanghai in November). 

• Summits and conferences around specific topics (e.g. maritime tourism, city marketing) and targeting various 
audiences (practitioners, academics). 

• Symbolic events organised at by local actors, starting with the "EU-China Light Bridge" project (see below). 

The EU-China Light Bridge 
Increasing tourism flows between the European Union and China is also about getting to know each other better. 
The European Commission therefore proposes a simple but powerful idea to bring about many local, festive and 
cultural initiatives: creating a bridge of light between the EU and China by illuminating landmarks with the colours of 
their respective flags on symbolic nights. Where possible this illumination will be combined with a celebration 
involving European and Chinese communities. 
 
The EU pillar of the Light Bridge will be 'built' on Friday 2 March 2018 and/or Saturday 3 March 2018 when landmarks 
around the EU will shine in red - the main colour of the Chinese flag - to coincide with the celebration of the Lantern 
Festival in China. On that night many Chinese launch sky lanterns as a symbol of hope and good fortune for the year 
to come. Good wishes are often written on these lanterns. The second pillar of that bridge in China will be 'built' on 
a convenient date close to "Europe day" (9 May 2018). On that occasion, a number of Chinese sites are to be 
illuminated in the blue of the EU flag. Next to futuristic landmarks such as the Macao Tower (confirmed), ancient 
sites such as (a portion of) the Great Wall are also targeted. 
 
What are the economic results expected from the ECTY? 
Besides awareness-raising among the general public and media coverage at major events (e.g. opening events in 
Venice on 19 January, with an institutional part in the Doge's Palace and the 1st EU-China Tourism Business Summit), 
the ECTY should:  
- lead to 200 new partnership agreements between EU and Chinese companies as a result of B2B matchmaking 

events;  
- generate an annual increase of 10% of Chinese visitors above the current trend, representing at least €1 bn  each 

year for the EU tourism industry; and 
- create political momentum to make faster progress on air connectivity and the "EU-China Visa Facilitation" 

negotiation launched in May 2017 (the main countries competing with the EU for Chinese intercontinental 
travellers have recently eased visa requirements and granted multiple entry visas to Chinese citizens, sometimes 
on the occasion of their China Tourism year, for example the 2016 US-China Tourism Year and 2017 Australia-
China Tourism Year. 

 
For more information  

• Website of the 2018 EU China Tourism Year (including list of initiatives)  
• How to participate to the EU-China Light Bridge 
• Arrangement on the implementation of the 2018 EU China Tourism Year 
• Information about the Chinese market and infographics 
• EU touristic assets (i.e. UNESCO world heritage sites, blue flag beaches) [see infographics] 
• European Year of Cultural Heritage  
• EU-China Tourism Business Summit 

 
 

http://www.etc-corporate.org/
https://www.eutravelpartnerships.org/
http://ecty2018.org/
http://ecty2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/EU-China-Light-Bridge.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/23581
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/2/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27331/attachments/2/translations/en/renditions/native
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/european-year-cultural-heritage_en
http://ecty2018.org/events/20/eu-china-tourism-business-summit/

